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SOLEMN FASTING AND HUMILIATION, 
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OXFORD: | 


SOLD BY HANWELL AND PARKER ; 
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IMPRIMAT UR, 


MICH. MARLOW, 


Vice-Can. Oxon. 


TO THE REVEREND 
CYRIL JACKSON, D. D. F. R. S. 
' DEAN OF CHRIST CHURCH IN OXFORD 
THIS DISCOURSE 
IS, 
WITH A JUST SENSE OP THE VALUE 
OF THAT APPROBATION 
WITH WHICH HE HATH HONOURED IT, 


MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED. 
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IIABAKKUK III. 17, 18. 


ALTHOUGH THE FIG- TREE SHALI. NOT BLOSSOM, NEI- 
THER SHALL FRUIT BE IN THE VINES; THE LABOUR 
OF THE OLIVE SHALL FAIL, AND THE FIELDS SHALL 
YIELD NO MEAT; THE FLOCK SHALL BE CUT OFP 
FROM THE FOLD, AND THERE SHALL BE NO HERD IN 
THE STALLS: YET I WILL REJOICE IN THE LORD, I 
WILL JOY IN THE GOD OF MY SALVATION. 


3 


HE declaration made by Habakkuk in the 

text of his conſtancy and faith cannot in rea- 
ſon be confined to any one caſe of public diſtreſs. 
By whatever means it might ſeem good to the Al- 
mighty to chaſtiſe his people, in every caſe alike 
we muſt ſuppoſe the Prophet to declare his own 
unſhaken ſtedfaſtneſs, and the unalterable purpoſe 
of his mind, Zo rejorce in the Lord, and to joy in the 
God of his ſalvation. 
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If he, who lived under the Moſaic diſpenſation, 
who was of the number of thoſe, hat dejired to ſee 
| ie 


61 


the day of Chrift, but faw is 19 *, expreſſed ſuch con- 
fidence in the conſolations of faith, it would ill be- 
come us, who enjoy the full light of the Goſpel, to 
doubt but that theſe conſolations may yield at leaſt 
equal ſupport to ourſelves. 


From the words of the tc=t, therefore, this gene- 
ral and important truth may be collected — that, in 
a time of public calamity, a believer hath a ſupport 
peculiar to himſelf; ſuch as is ſufficient to enable 
him to bear his ſufferings, not only with fortitude, 
but even with ; Joy. 


The conſiderations, by which this important truth 
may be enforced, well deſerve the attention of the 
younger part eſpecially of thoſe who hear me. Nei- 
ther will they, I am perſuaded, be heard unwil- 
lingly by thoſe, who may have purſued them much 
farther in their own meditations. 


The objects, then, of a Chriſtian's faith are ne- 
ceflarily the chief objects of his hope. The only 
diſadvantage, as we all know, under which the 
things eternal labour in our eſtimation, when com- 
5 pared with the things which are temporal, 1s, that 
the things cternal are not ſeen. When, therefore, 
faith hat h removed this diſadvantage, there can be 
no competition in our regard between things of in- 
finite diſproportion in their value. 


uke x. 24. 


* 


We aflert not in the mean time an inſenſibility, 
which every man's experience would contradict, to 
worldly bleſſings. The Prophet himſelf, in the 
words of the text, allows the ſeverity of the trial, 
to which the removal of them would expoſe him, 
by the very form in which he makes profeſſion of 
his faith. There belongs to every gift of God its 
value, to the leaſt and moſt tranſient, as well as to 
the moſt exalted and moſt laſting. In proportion 
to this value it is reaſonable for us, whilſt we poſ- 
ſeſs it, to rejoice in it, and to regret its loſs, when 
it is taken from us. God is honoured not by our 
ſullen neglect * of any of his gifts, but by our ſober 


„ II&V r 4 O E #%A9), 1% 8959 ANOSDy IV, Ne eSyaugias N. A- 

b οοννονον. 1 Tim. iv. 4. 

QAuanquam he res externæ non ſunt juſtitia æterna, tamen lucent in 
eis bonitas et japientia Dei, et vult Deus nos in earum uſu exercere et 
oſtendere obedientiam, Melancthonis Op. edit. 160 f. vol. iv. p. 410. 
in loc. Apoſtoli, quem modo citavimus, 
God's greater light doth not extinguiſh the leſs. If God had not 
thought them bleflings, he had not beſtowed them: and how are they 
bleſſings, if they delight us not ? 
Biſhop Hall's Epiſtles, 2nd Decad. 8th Epiſtle. 
Having the authority of St. Paul's example in more than one ſimilar 
inftance (Acts xvii. 28. x Cor, xv. 33. Tit. i. 12.), I ſhall, I truſt, 
give no juſt occaſion of offence to any one by citing after the above the 
words of the greateſt of the heathen poets : 
O79 dnofy7” 851 Sev EvGER 5395, | 
| IA. T. 65. 

On this laſt quotation I cannot forbear to obſerve, that, in the expreſ- 
ſion of the ſame ſentiment, the ſame word is uſed by the Apoſtle him- 
{elf and by Homer, | 
| and 
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3 
and religious uſe of all of them. It is even our 
duty to become as exactly acquainted as we can 
with their value, that no gift, which we receive 
from his hands, may remain without its juſt ac- 
knowledgment. 


Neither do we forget that the meaſure of faith 
varies in almoſt infinite degrees in different per- 
ſons. Still, according to the meaſure of our faith, 
whatever it may be, the diſproportion muſt be felt 
between the things temporal and eternal: and in 
whatever degree our faith is increaſed, in the ſame 
degree our chief hope muſt be more firmly fixed 
beyond the preſent lite. 


Now it is in the very conſtitution of our nature, 
that, whatever 1s the chief object of our hope, every 
thing elſe intereſts us but faintly in compariſon with 
it. Succeſs as to other things gives us compara- 
tively little gratification ; and diſappointment as to 


© As to one particular inſtance, Bullinger hath well expreſſed him- 
ſelf: | | 

Convivæ Domini ſumus, Dominus paſcit nos, in hujus oculis verſa- 
mur, illius munificentia alimur, Precandum ergo et gratias agendas 
eſſe ante et poſt cibum nemo eft qui non videat, ſed et ita in menſa ut 
in oculis Dei verſandum. Proponatur quod honeſtum dictu et auditu 
fit jucundum. Reverentia hoſpitis, qui præſens eſt, et nos alit, perpe- 
tuo retineat in officio et diſciplina ſancta. 

Bullingeri Commentar. in omnes Pauli Apoſtoli epiſtolas, edit. 1582. 
p. 446. in 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. | | 

other 
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other things gives us comparatively little pain. 
Upon this, therefore, whatever it may be that is 
the chief object of our hope, our tranquillity at all 
times principally depends: neither can any thing, 
to which this hath no relation, either overwhelm 
us utterly with ſorrow, or give us permanent diſ- 
quiet, however painful or diſtreſſing in itſelf it 
may be. 


This, I fay, holds good from the very conſtitu- 
tion of our nature, whether we are altogether 


worldly, or whether we are truly religious —whe- | 


ther our chiet hope 1s confined to this life, or whe- 
ther it is placed beyond it. It is obvious, therefore, 
that a true believer is, as ſuch, ſecured from any 
overbearing ſorrow, as long as there is nothing 
which may ſhake the grounds of his belief. 


Yet farther—it is a poor and unworthy notion 
of religion, (which however hath at all times been 
a very common one, and which perhaps, more 
than any other thing, keeps the young and incon- 
ſiderate at a diſtance from it) it is a poor and un- 
worthy notion of religion, that it hath nothing in 
it which can intereſt the heart and the affections — 
that it is incapable of yielding us any preſent plea- 
ſure, however great may be the happineſs, to which 
it may hereafter lead us. If this could be true of 
any other ſyſtem of religion, (which ſtill could 


ſcarcely be admitted as to the ſerious and upright, 
B however 
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however miſtaken, profeſſors of the moſt corrupt) 


it is certainly moſt untrue of the. Chriſtian faith. 
The whole hiſtory of our Redemption, whether we 
look to the eternal purpoſe of the Father, to the 
voluntary humiliation of the Son, or to the conti- 
nual agency of the Holy Spirit—whether we look 
to the nature of the miracles, by which the truth 
of the Chriſtian revelation hath been confirmed to 
us, or to the conſtancy, even unto death, of thoſe 
holy men, who have borne witneſs to it — whether 
we look to the partial but progreſſive renovation of 
our nature in the preſent life, or to the promiſe of 
our entire deliverance from the bondage of corruption 
in that which is to come—every way it is calculat- 
ed to excite, in the higheſt poſſible degree, our 
gratitude and love; every way it is calculated to 
create an intereſt in us, which nothing that reſpects 
only this tranſitory ſtate can produce. | 


From the lively apprehenſions, therefore, which 


a Chriitian hath of the objects of Faith, and from 


the elevation which thoſe apprehenſions give to his 
affections, it follows, that his chief joy in actual 
poſſeſſion, as well as the chief object of his hope, is 
placed beyond the reach of moleſtation from the 


calamities of this life. 


But again — the force of every worldly evil, with 
which he meets, is greatly leſſened to him by va- 
rious circumſtances. The miſeries and confuſions, 

which 
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Which take place in the preſent ſtate, however they 
may exerciſe his patience, ſtill add ſtrength to his 
faith : for he 1s taught by the Revelation of God 
to expect them to take place. When therefore he 
compares the ſtate of this world, as he finds it, with 
that which 1t 1s foretold in the Scriptures that it 
would be, he is confirmed in his belief of the Di- 
vine origin of that Religion, which 1s the founda- 
tion of his hopes and of his joys. 
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Yet again - whatever diſtreſs any public calamity 
may bring upon him, whatever diminution of his 
former comforts, whatever actual ſufferings, he hath 
{till a greater portion even of this world's happineſs 
than it would be poſſible for an irreligious man, 
in the ſame circumſtances, to enjoy. For he hath 


been accuſtomed to take an exact notice of all 
God's mercies to him. When, therefore, any are 
removed, not one is unknown to him of thoſe 
which ſtill remain. He hath been accuſtomed alſo. 
to look on every bleſſing, whilſt he enjoyed it, as a 
free gift, to which he had no claim: and he hath 
poſſeſſed it with a juſt ſenſe of its precarious tenure. 
With reſpect to the bleſſings that remain, from his 
general habits of contentment he receives from eve- 
ry one of them the full meaſure of comfort, which 
it is poſſible for it to convey. He acknowledges 
the leaſt gift with thankfulneſs and joy, as a pledge 


of the faithfulneſs and mercy of the Giver. He 
B 2 con- 


2s 1 
conſiders that, if he now enjoys fewer advantages, 
there are fewer talents, for which. he 1s reſponſible. 
Inſtead of ſinking into melancholy indolence, he 
remembers that he hath {till a place to ſuſtain, and 
ſtill hath duties to ſulfil—that an account muſt be 
rendered of a few talents, as well as of many—and 
that, if only a few are left, he ſhould be but the 
more anxious that they may not be neglected or 
miſemployed. He repines not if the preſſure of 
actual ſufferings increaſes. However diſtreſsful may 
be the time in which he lives, it is, he remembers, 
the time appointed to him by a Being of infinite 
wiſdom—he remembers the ſinfulneſs of his na- 
ture, and that he hath no juſt pretenſion to be ex- 
empted from a ſhare of worldly miſery—he re- 
members ſtill farther that, ſince in the national 
guilt the guilt of his own fins 1s included, he hath 
himſelf in part occaſioned the diſtreſs, in which 
he 1s involved, and that therefore his ſufferings, 
inſtead of provoking 0 ſhould excite his 


humility. 


He hath alſo a refuge in the day of calamity, 
which the ungodly knoweth not —he knows that 
God is a God of mercy, a God who heareth prayer. 
Having had the frequent experience of God's long- 
ſuffering and loving-kindneſs towards himſelf, hav- 
ing been accuſtomed daily to truſt in him, and daily 


to render thanks and praiſe unto him for perſonal 
benefits, 


L 0] 

benefits, he comes with an humble hope that he 
mall not be caſt out“, when he offers up his pray- 
ers for his country. But whilſt he approaches unto 
God with hope of his mercy, he approaches unto 
him alſo with remembrance of his holineſs. He 
aſks not for his people deliverance from God's judg- 
ments, ſhould the ſins which provoked them {till 
continue; but he aſks, firſt, that thoſe judgments 
may be effectual in working a national repentance, 
and then that they may be removed. 


He ſubmits alſo, with entire reſignation to the 
Almighty, the time and the means of the deliver- 
ance, which he implores. He remembers, that a 
bleſſing is pronounced on all thoſe, who wait for the 
ſalvation of the Lord. No delay, therefore, wearies 
him, no ſucceſſion of diſappointments caſts him 
down. He knows that in circumſtances the moſt 
_ diſcouraging, and by means the moſt unlikely in 
human eſtimation, God is able 0 deliver his ſer- 
vants and that we are then often neareſt to deli- 
vcrance, when we have the leaſt hope left in our- 
ſelves. | 


If, after all, the deliverance for which he prays 
is not vouchſated to his prayers, he repoſes himſelf 


4 Eiy Oc cvvanle. xaj ole. Photii Epiſt. edit, Londin, 1651. 


p. 23. | 
© Iſaiah xxx. 18, Lam, iii. 26. 
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ſtill with full traſt in the infinite perfections of the 
Almighty. He knows that he never can be ſo en- 
tirely in the power of any of God's creatures as 
they are in the hands of God. He knows that no 
evil can befal either himſelf, or others, but by the 
will of God; and that he, who hath appointed to 
bim his ſufferings, hath fixed their limit. But yet 
far above this, he knows that God's over-ruling 
Providence orders all events to the advancement of 
his one eternal purpoſe of wiſdom and of mercy— 


that the more ſignal events, which affect the well- 


being of empires, and thoſe that are more private, 
and affect only individuals, have all their tendency, 
nearer or more remote, to this end: — in a word, 
that they are parts of one great plan, the iſſue of 
which ſhall be to all true believers a ſtate of ever- 
laſting happineſs and glory. Every complaint 1s 
ſilenced, every feeling of diſcontent and of impa- 
tience is repreſſed by this conviction. He looks 
forward to the time, when he ſhall be freed from 
the infirmities, with which he is now encompaſſed, 
when his faculties ſhall be enlarged, and his know- 
ledge perfected : when the ways and works of God, 
and all the diſpenſations of his providence, ſhall be 
laid open before him : and when the very ſources 
of his preſent ſorrows ſhall be the ſubject of never- 
ceaſing praiſes and thankſgivings. 


To apply the conſiderations, which have been 


ſuggeſted, to the immediate occaſion of this day— 
We 


1 
We are here aſſembled before Almighty God, not 


merely as his creatures, to implore his protection, 
nor merely as ſinful creatures, to implore his par- 
don, but as having an intereſt in his favour through 
the mediation of his Son, and as looking forward 
through the efficacy of that mediation to the inhe- 
ritance of his everlaſting kingdom. We come there- 
fore with full aſſurance that the prayers, which we 
offer up to him in faith, ſhall in any caſe be bleſſed 
to us in the event. But we preſume not to pre- 
{ſcribe to his unerring wiſdom the particular anſwer, 
which our prayers ſhall receive from him. If our 
ſins, and the ſins of our foretathers, require from 
his juſtice that the extremity of worldly evils ſhould 
fall upon us if the return of peace and ſafety 
would leave us unhumbled for our paſt offences, 
and increaſe our indifference to his eternal truth — 
in a word, if his moſt holy decrees cannot be other- 
wiſe accompliſhed than by our exemplary abaſe- 
ment, nor the advancement of his glory be by other 
means ſo effectually ſecured, we are prepared to 
ſay, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy 
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The hiſtory of his dealings with all other ſinful 


nations would of itſelf be ſufficient to forbid any 


murmuring on our part. If Nineveh and Babylon, 
which were once the glory of the Eaſt, have for 


f Pal. cxix. 137. 
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the ſins of their inhabitants ſo long remained a de- 
ſolation—if Tyre, which was once, the emporium 
of the world, is now only (as it was foretold by 
Ezekiel ) a place for the ſpreading of nets—if the 
mightieſt monarchies of ancient times have been 
made ſucceſſively to vaniſh away, we certainly 
could not with reaſon complain, it he, who alone 
hath raiſed us to this eminence of worldly great- 
neſs, ſhould, for our forgetfulneſs and ingratitude, 
in a moment humble us to the duſt. If the ſeven 
churches, which were in Aſia, which were watered 
by the teaching of the bleſſed Apoſtles, becauſe they 
attended not to Chriſt's warning voice, have long 
ſince either wholly ceaſed to be, or exiſted only in 
a ſtate the moſt wretched and degraded ; and if 
God's choſen people, the natural branches of that 
olrve-tree, into which, contrary to nature, we of the 
Gentiles were engrafted *, have been, though not re- 
jected finally, yet during ſo many ages unacknow- 
ledged by him, we could not complain, if, for the 
boldneſs with which we have inſulted his majeſty 
and holineſs, and for the lukewarmneſs and inde- 
votion with which we have waited on his ſervice, 
he ſhould take from us the advantages, which have 
aggravated our guilt, and ſhould remove our candle- 


fiick out of his place. 


We are prepared, therefore, even in the caſe of 


s Ezek, xxvi. 5. 14. h Rom. xi. 24. i i Rev. ii. 5. 


Our 


E 


our extreme humiliation to confeſs and to adore his 


righteouſneſs. Even the love of our country ſhall 


not withhold us from acknowledging that he 1s juſt 
in taking vengeance on us for our ſins. From the 
moſt awful expreſſions of his diſpleaſure we will 
ſtill gather comfort to ourſelves. We will confeſs 
and adore, we will reverence and love that unceaſ- 
ing watchfulneſs, with which he obſerves his crea- 
tures; his jealouſy of his honour, his hatred of un- 
cleanneſs, and of all iniquity. We will rejoice in the 


relation Which we ſtil] bear to a God ſo juſt and 


holy. We will rejoice that we were created in his 
age, and we will pray that the brightneſs of that 
reſemblance to him, which ſin hath ſullied in us, 


may, by the influence of his Spirit, be reſtored in 


our ſouls. 


But, even as to worldly circumſtances, it 1s poſ- 
ſible that we may experience, in the moſt diſtreſs- 
ful times, an eſpecial meaſure of God's favour and 
protection. Behold, faith he to Baruch by the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, 7 vill bring evil upon all fleſh; but 
thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places, 
whither thou oft . Alleviations of ſorrow and 
means of conſolation are at all times without num- 
ber in his hands. But if, on the contrary, for our 
own good, to prove our faith and patience, or for 
our brethren's good, to encourage the fearful and 
to confirm the wavering, he ſhould withdraw from 


* Jeremiah xlv. 5. 
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us every worldly comfort, and ſhould exerciſe us 
above others with a variety of ſufferings, we doubt 
not but that, knowing our weakneſs 'in ourſclves, 
he will proportion the ſtrength, which he imparts, 
to the trial which he bids us undergo. We know 
that his moſt ſaithful and moſt honoured ſervants, 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, have gone through ſut- 
ferings to their everlaſting reſt : we now that his 
Eternal Son, when tor our ſake he was contented 
to put on him this mortal body, drank of ihe ſame 
cup and, placing our reliance wholly on the ſuc- 
cours of his grace, we refuſe not to receive any 
ſeverity of chaſtening from his hands, if we may be 
known by this mark to be his children *. 


1 £7456 £549 6 Tapuy gi, End I Aw E I EH π ¾ ðWW2He᷑ e. Photii 
Epiſt. p. 98. 

Agerij ws dπνeαν, 2) AceThs Ths WPWTYS WANISE A, T0 her 

xiv39vwy * SAVErY X, WHALE ITHUBLEVTY UNO vs Ru,, ACTAZERU TTY 
ac:77,y. Ejuſdem Epitt. p. 113. 
Nov #21695, &i BG I rg EH UvIrunuy amaunas od Cera Serpov 
62S7V%) The Ay SURG UMESIRAY OV, hy νEIũ g TUY EW vis èxeder Ed pu- 
pics NY AvRHppr es 7, WpITHOLSY Hy e8TT, 1395/7 ν def. Wpv3rhv Th 
ai5is % Eva; % 015.40: Ejuſdem Epiſt. p. 120. 

Remember ye be the workmen of the Lord, and called into his vine- 
yard, there to labour till evening tide, that ye may receive your penny. 
But he, that calleth us into his vineyard, hath not told us how ſore or 
how fervently the ſun ſhall trouble us in our labour : but hath bid us 
labour and commit 'the bitterneſs thereof unto him, who can and will 
ſo moderate all afllictions, that no man ſhall have more laid upon him, 
than in Chriſt he ſhall be able to bear. Biſhop Hooper, Letters of the 
Martyrs, 1564. p. 120. | | 

J have taught the truth with my tongue and with my pen heretofore, 

| and 


1 


We are aſſured, therefore, that the prayers, which 
we offer up in faith, ſhall in any event bring a 
bleſſing upon us. We are prepared in any event 79 
give glory to the God of our falvaticn. We confeſs, 
with humility and thankfulneſs for ourſelves and 
for our country, that 27 zs of his mercies that we are 
not already conſiumed n. We read, When there ent 


out fire from him, and deflroyed Nadab and Abihu for 


and hereafter ſhortly will confirm the ſame, by God's grace, with my 
blood. Declaration of the ſame prelate in a letter, written a week be- 
fore he ſuffered death. Book of Martyrs, 164 f. vol. iii. p. 152. 

On the day before his death, to Sir Anthony Kingſton, who ſaid to 
him, „Alas! conſider that life is ſweet, and death is bitter; therefore, 
ſeeing life may be had, deſire to live:“ he replied, True it is that 
death 1s bitter, and life is ſweet ; but, alas! conſider that the death to 
come is more bitter, and the life to come is more ſweet. Therefore, for 
the defire and love I have to the one, and the terror. and fear of the 
other, I do not ſo much regard this death, nor eſteem this life, but have 
ſettled myſelf, through the ſtrength of God's Holy Spirit, patiently to 
| paſs through the torments and extremities of the fire now prepared for 
me, rather than to deny the truth of his word ; defiring you and others, 
in the mean time, to commend me to God's mercy in your prayers.” 
| Book of Martyrs, vol. iii. p. 153. 

See the account of his death in the ſame volume, p. 154—156. par- 
ticularly his prayer (when he came to the place at which he ſuffered), 
which, whatever exception may be taken by a faſtidious reader to the 
expreſſion in any part, is for its piety and ſtrength altogether worthy 
of this holy and eminent man; and which ends with theſe words : 
« Strengthen me of thy goodneſs, that in the fire I break not the rules of 
patience ; or elſe aſſuage the terror of the pains, as ſhall ſeem moſt to 


thy glory,” 
m Lam, iii. 22, 


E 2 Oer 


„ 


their prefumption, This is it, Moſes ſaid unto Aaron 
their father, that the Lord ſpake, ſaying, I will be 
fanerified in them that come nigh me, and before all the 
people I will be glorified. And Aaron heid bis peace”. 
But the reſignation of a true believer to the will of 
the Moſt High hath in it nothing of cold indiffer- 
ence to the happineſs or the ſufferings of his tellow- 
creatures. We are commanded 79 7ejorce with them 
that do rejoice, and to weep with ien that weep ?. 
We are commanded to cultivate and cherith all 
thoſe feelings, which endear to us our friends, our 
families, our country. Only we are warned to bear 
continually in mind 2% firft and great commanaument, 
to love with all our heart the Lord our God. If 
Samuel gave aſſurance to his people that he would 
not ceaſe to pray for them, though they had ſinned 
againſt the Lord in caſting off his goverument, and 
if he mourned afterwards for Saul, whom he knew 
that the Lord had rejected — if Jeremiah and Da- 
nie], whilſt they confeſſed God's juſtice in bringing 
de ſolation upon Zion, yet inſtantly beſought him 79 
cauſe his face again to ſhine upon his ſanttuary *—1f 
Moſes and St. Paul, in an ecſtacy of charity and 
infinite feeling of communion, as Lord Bacon ad- 


n Leviticus x. I—3. 
o Rom. xii. 15. 
p Deut. vi. 5. Matth. xxii. 37, 38. 
41 Sam. x1, 23. 
r 1 Sam. xv. 26. 3 5. 
* Lam. i. 8. 18. iii. 22. 48— 50. v. I. 21. Dan. ix. 4— 19. 


mirably 


1 


mirably expreſſes it, wiſhed themſelves, for the 
ſalvation of their brethren, anathematiſed and raſed 
out of the book of life — if our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf wept over the blindneſs and impenitence of Je- 
ruſalem *, we cannot doubt but that we may and 
ought moſt earneſtly and fervently to implore the 
preſervation of our country, if it may yet be grant- 
cd to our prayers, 


We entertain moſt willingly the hope, that our 
prayers for its preſervation may yet be heard—that 
it may pleaſe the Supreme Diſpoſer of events to de- 
liver us, as a nation, from the evils which we feel, 
and to avert the evils which we fear. But this 


hope can be entertained, on any rational grounds, 


only in one caſe, if (that is) we truly repent, Eve- 
ry hope, which does not include the ſuppoſition of 


our repentance, ſooner or later muſt prove falla- 


cious. Our contuſion and ruin may be haſtened or 


t It may be truly affirmed, that there was never any philoſophy, reli- 
gion, or other diſcipline, which did fo plainly and highly exalt the good 
which is communicative, and depreſs the good which is private and par- 
ticular, as the holy faith: for we read that the elected ſaints of God 
have wiſhed themſelves anathematiſed and raied out of the book of life, 
in an ecſtacy of charity, and infinite feeling of communion, 

Lord Bacon of the proficience and advancement of Learning, Divine 
and Human, book the ſecond. See his Works, London, 1765 
vol, i. p. 93. | 

u Exodus xxxii. 32. Rom, ix. 3, 

* Luke xix. 41, 42. 
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delayed: but, except we repent, it muſt certainly 
come. 


I purpoſely abſtain on this day, on which we are 
aſſembled to confeſs and to atk the forgiveneſs of 
our own fins, from dwelling upon the impiety and 
wickedneſs of our enemies. Neither ſhould I have 
mentioned it at all, if an hope had not been deriv- 
ed from thence by ſome perſons, the fallaciouſneſs 
of which cannot be too ſtrongly or too frequently 
expoſed. It is this, that, becauſe our guilt, what 
ever it may be, is as it is ſaid far leſs than theirs, 
God will not ſuffer ſo wicked a nation to prevail 
over us. It is wiſe and right to cheriſh in our- 
ſelves, and to hold forth to others, every rational 
ground of hope ; but, admitting their wickedneſs 
as a people to exceed our wickedneſs in any poſſi- 
ble degree, there is not in this one ray of conſfola- 
tion. They ſurely, who would derive the leaſt 
hope from hence, can have been but little accuſ- 
tomed to deduce their opinions of what is righteous 
in the eyes of God from his own revelation of 
himſelf. For did not he make uſe of nations, that 
were idolatrous and full of wickedneſs, to chaſtiſe 
his choſen people? Did not he make Iſrael to ſerve 
at one time Moab ?, at another Midian *, and even 
Amalek *, whom he had determined finally 20 4/ot 
out from under heaven“? And did not he, in another 
Judges 111. 12—14. z Judges vi. I. | 
2 Judges vi. 3. d Deut. xxv. 19. 


I 8 1 


age, deliver up his holy city into the hands of the 
King of Babylon ©? Yet he had determined, as he 
faith by his Prophet“, that when he ſhould have per- 
fermed his whole work upon mount Zion and upon Fe— 
ruſalem by means of the Aſſyrian, he would puniſh his 
flout heart, and the glory of his hizb looks. 


The wickedneſs, therefore, of our enemies, affords 
no ſecurity of God's farther long-ſuftering towards 


us nor would the certainty that God's moſt fignal 


judgments ſhould fall on them give any certainty 
that he would not firſt employ them as his inſtru- 
ments tor executing his judgments upon us. 


But, even if it were as certain as we could deſire 
that the moſt ſplendid ſucceſs would finally attend 
us, that we ſhould ſee our enemies entirely cruſh- 
ed, and left without any power to diſturb our 
peace, I ſtill affirm that, except we repent, confuſion 
and ruin muſt at length come upon us. One dan- 
ger, it is true, would be removed, one implacable 
and reſtleſs enemy ſubdued ; but, except we repent, 
our {ins would not fail to raiſe up ſome other more 
reſtleſs, if poſſible, and more implacable. When 
the people of Judah humbled themſelves before the 
Lord, he declared that he would not pour out his 
wrath upon Feruſalem by the hand of Shiſhak © but, 


© 2 Kings xxiv. 10—14. XXV. 1—10. 
4 Iſaiah x. 12. 
©. 2 'Chron n . 


when 
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deferred, by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar *. 


L 24 ] 
when they continued to provoke him by their abo- 


minations, he poured out the wrath, which he had 
f 


But to return— whatever may be our compara- 
tive guilt, the very notion of deriving hope from 
that ſource 1s dangerous 1n the extreme. Even at 
the bar of man leſs crimes do not go unpuniſhed, 
becauſe more heinous offences are committed. 


But our comparative guilt itſelf may be far great- 
er than we ſuſpect, if we conſider the means of 
religious improvement, and the temporal bleſſings 
which we have enjoyed. You only have I known of 
all the families of the earth, ſaith the Lord by the 
prophet Amos unto Iſrael : therefore I will puniſh 
you for all your iniquizies*. The bleſſing of the 
Chriſtian faith hath not indeed been enjoyed by us 
excluſively, but it hath ſcarcely been enjoyed by 
any other nation in the ſame purity, and in an 
equal degree. During more than the ſpace of two 
centuries the light of the Goſpel hath ſhone in 
this country with a luſtre unequalled ſince the firſt 
and pureſt ages of the Church. Every truth, which 
reſpects either the myſterious nature of the God- 
head, as far as it is revealed to us in the Scriptures, 
or the means of man's reſtoration from his fallen 
ſtate, hath been clearly taught, and ſtrenuouſly aſ- 


2 Chron. xxxiv. 25. XXxvi. 13—17. t Amos iii. 2. 


ſerted. 


1 


ſerted. The moſt fervent zeal and the brighteſt 
talents have been employed in providing every help, 
by which the ſerious and humble believer might be 
advanced in piety and knowledge. We have had 
in the mean time a tranſlation of the Scriptures, 
to the general accuracy of which the ableſt judges 
have repeatedly borne teſtimony, and from which 
certainly no error in doctrine, no corruption in 
manners, can pretend to derive the leaſt counte- 
nance. And with reſpe&t to temporal advantages, 
we have had the benefit of the beſt conſtituted 
government, and of laws the moſt impartially ad- 
miniſtered. The Lord hath delivered us often when 
we were in danger, and hath reeſtabliſhed us in 
tranquillity when we had been in confuſion. He 
hath made us famous among. the kingdoms of the 
earth by the number and the greatneſs of our vic- 

tories. He hath blefſed us in the fruits of our own 

land, and he hath brought to us the products of far 

diſtant countries. To add no more; in the midſt 

of war, whatever inconvenience or diſtreſs, in other 

reſpects, we may have felt from it, ſtill we have 

only heard of the ravages which other nations have 

experienced, and we have increaſed in riches as a 

people, whilſt they have been impoveriſhed. What 

could have been done more to my vineyard, the Lord 

may with reaſon ſay unto us, that I have not done 

in it? 


u Iſaiah v. 4. 
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There is then no point of view in which, if we 
conſider the ſuppoſed ſmallneſs of our comparative 
guilt, the hope that is derived from it will not be 
found to be fallacious. Let us not attempt to con- 
ceal from ourſelves our true ſtate, nor the true 
cauſe of our diſtreſſes and alarms. 


Our gratitude to God hath borne no juſt propor- 
tion to the greatneſs of the bleſſings which we have 
received from him, nor hath the improvement, 
which we have made, been in any juſt degree an- 
ſwerable to the means of grace, which he hath 
afforded us. 


I forget not that the meaſure of our national 
piety cannot be exactly aſcertained by human cog- 
mizance ; and I moſt willingly cheriſh the hope, 
that it is greater than our fears may ſometimes ſug- 
geſt. But there hath taken place among us one 
very unfavourable change, which no conſiderate 
perſon can have failed to obſerve, and which no 
fnend to the welfare of his country can fail to la- 
ment. Of this change I the rather ſele& the men- 


tion, as there are evidences, from which it is eaſy 


for any one to make the compariſon. 


Our Eccleſiaſtical writers inform us, that the 
Scriptures, when the tranſlation of them into our 
language was firſt permitted to be read in this king- 
dom, were read by perſons in all ſituations of hfe 
| with 


6 
with a ſeriouſneſs and a diligence, that were ſuit- 
able to their importance. There remains to this 
day one evidence of this ſo complete, as to render 
every other unneceſſary. In the letters which were 
written (during the perſecution, that followed ſoon 
after) by thoſe who had taught, and thoſe who had 
embraced, the truth, there 1s ſhewn ſuch a familiar 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, that we muſt 
ſuppoſe the writers to have imprinted on their me- 
mory the very words of a conſiderable part of the 


ſacred books, which indeed, with reſpe&t to one 


eminent martyr, a prelate not leſs conſiderable for 
his learning and judgment than for his piety, we 
know from his own teſtimony to have been done 


by himſelf 1 


When the miſeries of that time were ended, 
and the Church was reeſtabliſhed in peace and in 


i Farewel Pembroke Hall, of late mine own college, my cure and 
my charge. In thy orchard (the walls, butts, and trees, if they could 
ſpeak, would bear me witneſs) I learned without book almoſt all Paul's 
Epiſtles, yea and I ween all the Canonical Epiſtles, ſave only the Apo- 
calypſe. Of which ſtudy although in time a great part did depart from 
me, yet the ſweet ſmell thereof, I truſt, I ſhall carry with me into Hea- 
ven: for the profit thereof I think I have felt in all my life time ever 
after, and I ween of late (whether they abide there now or no I cannot 
tell) there was, that did the like. The Lord grant that this zeal and 
love toward that part of God's word, which is a key and a true com- 
mentary to all Holy Scripture, may ever abide in that. college, ſo long 
as the world ſhall endure, | 


Biſhop Ridley, Letters of the Martyrs, before quoted, p. 92. 
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honour by Queen Elizabeth, ſtill the Scriptures 
held, for a long time, in the eſtimation of all thoſe 
who devoted themſelves to any ſerious ſtudy, that 
place, which in every Chriſtian country it might be 
expected at all times they would hold. In the laſt 
century it is well known that they were moſt re- 
verently and diligently ſtudied by the two greateſt 
lights of the Law, amidſt the various engage- 
ments of their laborious profeſſion. In the ſame 
century, we know that contemplations were writ- 
ten on the whole book of Pſalms by Lord Claren- 
don. But theſe whom I have mentioned, and per- 
haps even moſt others, whom it would be poſſible 
to add, muſt yield to one, whom I have had in this 
diſcourſe occaſion to cite, and than whom there 
hath not ariſen in the Chriſtian world a greater in 
the ſtrength or in the ſplendour of mental endow- 
ments, Lord Bacon. I refer not only to his pray- 
ers, which are extant, or to the incomparable con- 


* Sir Edward Coke and Sir Matthew Hale. 
! As the entire works of Lord Bacon are not in the hands of every 
one, I ſubjoin the two following of his prayers. 


The Student's Prayer. 
To God the Father, God the Word, God the Spirit, we pour forth 
moſt humble and hearty ſupplications ; that He, remembering the cala- 
mities of mankind, and the pilgrimage of this our life, in which we 
wear out days few and evil, would pleaſe to open to us new refreſhments 
out of the fountains of his goodneſs, for the alleviating of our miſeries. 
This alſo we humbly and earneſtly beg, that human things may not 
- prejudice ſuch as are Divine; neither that from the unlocking of the 


gates of ſenfe, and the kindling of a greater natural light, any thing of 
| incre- 
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feſſion of his faith, nor only to that ſmall but maſ- 
terly part of his advancement of learning, in which 
he treats profeſiedly of theology, but to the abſolute 


command, which that work throughout diſplays, 


of every alluſion by which it could be illuſtrated, 
and every light of every kind, that could be reflect- 
ed on it from the moſt perfect knowledge of the 


word of God. 


incredulity, or intellectual night, may ariſe in our minds towards Di- 
vine myſteries. But rather, that by our mind thoroughly cleanſed and 
purged from fancy and vanities, and yet ſubject and perfectly given up 
to the Divine oracles, there may be given unto faith the things that are 
faith's. Amen, | 


The Writer's Prayer. 
Thou, O Father, who gaveſt the viſible light as the firſt-born of thy 
creatures, and didſt pour into man the intellectual light as the top and 
conſummation of thy workmanſhip, be pleaſed to protect and govern 
this work, which, coming from thy goodneſs, returneth to thy glory. 
Thou, after thou hadſt reviewed the works which thine hands had made, 
beheldeſt that every thing was very good, and thou didit reſt with com- 
placency in them. But man, reflecting on the works which he had 
made, ſaw that all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit, and could by no 
means acquieſce in them. Wherefore, if we labour in thy works with 
the ſweat of our brows, thou wilt make us partakers of thy vifion and 
thy ſabbath. We humbly beg that this mind may be ſtedfaſtly in us; 
and that thou by our hands, and alſo by the hands of others, on whom 
thou ſhalt beſtow the fame ſpirit, wilt pleaſe to convey a largeſs of new 
alms to thy family of mankind. Theſe things we commend to thy ever- 
laſting love by our Jeſus, thy Chriſt, God with us. Amen. 
Lord Bacon's Works, London, 1740. vol. iv. p. 488. 
In the edition of 1765. they are given, but lets correctly, vol. ili. 
p-. 128. 
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I appeal to the impartial judgment of every one, 
who is competent to judge, whether this general 
reverent regard to the Scriptures, and diligence in 
the ſtudy of them, hath not been greatly diminiſh- 
ed among us; and whether, if it hath, ſuch a 
change can have taken place without having pro- 
duced correſpondent effects upon our faith and our 
manners. | 


Whatever, therefore, may be our diſtreſs or our 
alarms, it is indifference to the word and to the 
will of God, that alone we have reaſon to dread. 
Hence, and hence only, 1s our danger. The great- 
eſt enemy which every man hath to his welfare, as 
a member of ſociety, as well as to his peace as an 
individual, 1s within his own boſom : it 1s the plague 
of his cwn heart, Every inordinate deſire, every 


vicious habit, every unrighteous and every unchari- 


table practice, as it increaſes the meaſure of na- 
tional guilt, tends to bring on national ruin. The 
evils of ſin cannot be calculated: the extent of the 
miſery, which it produces, cannot be defined. Its 
influence reaches from individuals to families, and 
from families to kingdoms : its effects are felt in 
time and through eternity. God in his mercy hath 
ſet before us in every variety of form its baneful- 
neſs, that we may flee from its deceits. If we ob- 
ſtinately cheriſh it, he will not tarry with us: and 
when he departeth from us, we can have no ſafety 
in ourſelyes. Every contrivance of human policy, 

and 
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and every effort of human power, muſt then prove 
ineffectual to preſerve us. The mercies which we 


ſlight will only increaſe our condemnation, and will 
bring down accumulated vengeance on our heads. 


But whilſt we wiſh to awaken, we wiſh not to 
oppreſs with terror. Exceſſive fears might prove 
as fatal to us as groundleſs and preſumptuous hopes. 
No human means can preſerve us, unleſs we are at 
| peace with God: no human means can work our 
deſtruction, zf he is our firength and our ſhield. Look 
at the generations of old, and ſee : did ever any truſt 
in the Lord, and was confounded ? or did any abide in 
his fear, and was forſaken”? Infinite means are at 
all times in his hands to execute his purpoſes either 
of vengeance or of mercy. 


But the way, in which he may preſerve us, very 
probably may not be that, which we with our li- 
mited faculties may conjecture, or which we with 
the infirmity, that always adheres to our nature, 
may defire. Our final preſervation by no means 
includes neceſſarily our ſpeedy deliverance from diſ- 
treſs or from alarm. His juſtice may require that 
we ſhould be exerciſed with much ſeverer trials 
than any which we have hitherto experienced. Sha// 
We receive good at the hands of Ged, and ſhall awe not 

ecerve evil”? What claim have we, above all the 


= Ecclus. ii. 19, n Job 11. 10. 
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other nations of the earth, to the enjoy ment of his 
beſt gifts, without diminution and without inter- 
ruption ? He may ſee very grievous punithments to 
be neceſſary for our good, to teach us the value of 
his bleſſings, to ſubdue our impatience, to baniſh 
from our hearts every ſinful affection, and to re- 
kindle in them a juſt zeal for his honour. 


Whatever may be the. aggrandizement of our 
enemies, we ſhall at all times be in ſafety, if we 
put our whole truſt in him. We muſt uſe our beſt 
judgment ; we muſt employ all lawful means; we 
muſt taithfully and ſtrenuouſly do our part : but, 
when we have done all, our reliance muſt be not 
on ourſelves, but on him. We muſt truſt in him, 
whilſt the means of defence, and the advantages 
Which we poſſeſs, ſhall be continued to us; and 

we muſt truſt in him ſtill, if they ſhould be all 
taken from us. Wo unto him that is fainthearted ! 
for he believeth not, therefore ſhall he not be defended *. 
It is well-pleafing unto God that our faith ſhould 
gather ſtrength, as our worldly hopes are with- 
drawn. Before the throne of his majeſty no one 
ever humbled himſelf in vain. On the truth of his 
aſſurance and on the ſtrength of his arm no one 
ever too firmly relied. When all apparent reſources 
ſhall have been exhauſted, when all viſible means 
ſhall have been tried in vain, ſtill he is all ſufficient. 


o Feclus, ii. 13. 
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If we cannot be delivered according to any human 
probabilities, ſtill, if it is his gracious purpoſe to de- 
liver us, he will deliver us againſt them all: he will 
ſtand in the midſt between us and our deſtruction : 
he will bid us to continue 1n ſafety and in power, 
in wealth and in honour, as a people, and to glo- 
rify him for the wonders, that he hath wrought in 


our behalf. 


To conclude—In times like the preſent may we 
eſpecially remember, that we cannot anſwer the juſt 
demands of our country, unleſs we are mindful of our 
God. We owe to our country the ſacrifice of every 
ſinful inclination—we owe to it the cultivation of 
every Chriſtian grace—we owe to it the employ- 
ment of our talents and our induſtry in the ſtudy 
of his word—we owe to it the ſincerity of our pri- 
vate devotions—we owe to it the public avowal of 
our faith. Except we repent, what is not in danger? 
Except we repent, whither will not God's judgments 
extend? Except we repent, what degradation, what 
miſery will not befal us? Can bine heart endure, 
ſaith the Lord, in the days that I ſhall deal with 
thee? ? | 


Let us then not harden our hearts from his fear, 
but, whilſt the day of his long-ſuffering laſteth, let 
us fall down before him, with the loweſt ſelf⸗ 


P Ezekiel xxii. 14. 
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abaſement, to implore his forgiveneſs for ourſelves . 
and for our country, and to vow unto him all holy 
obedience. He hath, I truſt, in his unſpeakable 
mercy placed in our own hands the means of our 
preſervation, and the means of our happineſs. F we 
put away from vs every one the evil of his doings, and 
2walk before him in newneſs of life, we have, through 


- the infinite merits of his Son, the promiſe of this 


Word, and of that which is to come *— we ſhall ſee 


all mis bleſſings deſcend upon our country, whilſt a 


more precious hope will be laid up in our hearts, 
and whilſt we ſhall look to the crown of glory. 


7-2 Fim. xv, 8. 


THE END. 
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